Roaring 20s notes

Economic Boom:

· Second Industrial Revolution refers to the technological innovations that increased output

· Consumer Credit = Debt. More Americans in the 1920s began to go into debt and pay that debt over time.

· Industrial workers prospered in the 1920s due to rising wages and through welfare capitalism that allowed workers to buy stock, participate in profit sharing, and receive benefits 

· Assembly line (Henry Ford). Divided operations into simple tasks that unskilled workers could do, increased quantity and quality, and drove down prices. Also, the division of companies into sales, marketing, accounting, and operations. 

Mass Culture: 

· Model T invented in 1908. $850 for the first years sold. By 1924, $295 due to the mass production

· New goods came to the market and were affordable. Indoor plumbing, Electronic irons, refrigerators, and washing machines

· Reflected the growing importance of consumer goods. Focused on needs, desires. Attempt to appeal to the majority of Americans. 

· The economic boom and the cheap theaters caused people to flock to the movies. Silent movies were the rage. 1927, the Jazz singer is the first sound film

· Radio: KDKA first radio station. Covered news, presidential elections, and radio shows. Brought the family close together

· Baseball…Americas favorite past time. Radio, newspapers, and motion pictures caused the increased interest in sports

New Morality: 

· Celebrities become the new culture and influence Americans

· Women begin to drink, smoke, and were viewed as sexually aggressive women. 

· Sex appeal used as a way to sell products. Both women and me born after the century were more likely to have premarital sex. Automobile plays a big role in the sexual behavior of teens. 

· Family roles changed as well. More women choose to be single. Where radio brought families together, the automobile drove families apart. Divorces and affairs occur more and are not hidden. 

Prohibition:

· Organized crime increased during this time period. Focused on running and supplying speakeasies, smuggling alcohol into the united states. 

· Crime became a business and many police officials and local politicians looked the other way due to the crime bosses influence and money. 

Immigration: 

· After the War, the fear of communist and germans expanded to include all immigrants. Racism and nativism rose. 

· Sacco and Vanzetti were Italian immigrants and anarchists. Were executed for murder and robbery on the basis of nationality and political believes. They claimed they were innocent the whole time

· The KKK begins to rise again after DW Griffiths  silent film The Birth of the Nation. It depicted the KKK as a heroic organization. Were in support of prohibition and attacked birth control and Darwinism

· Emergency Quota Act limited immigration

· National Origins Act made immigrant restriction permanent policy and tightened the quota system. 

Politics:

· Harding, Coolidge, and Hoover

· Harding’s foreign policy was normalcy which was returning to the way things were before the war or isolationism. Harding filled his cabinet positions with old poker playing friends. Besides drinking, smoking and playing poker, these friends sold govt jobs, pardons. 

· Albert Fall allowed private interests to lease lands containing US Navy Oil reserves. He received bribes in return to keep quiet. Soon found out and comes to be know as Tea Pot Dome Scandal 

· Silent Cal believed gov’t should interfere in business and industry as little as possible because he believed prosperity rested on business leadership

· Dawes Plan set up loans to germany so war debts could be paid and so that europeans could buy American exports. 

· Washington conference set up the four-power treaty, the five-power treaty, and the nine-power treaty. Each discussed Navy strength and in pacific and Asia. 
