Progressive Notes

Progressivism:

· Was a collection of different ideas and activities with many different views about fixing the problems that was believed existed in America. Most agreed the gov’t should get involved. 

· Progressives believed that industrialization and urbanization was the cause of problems. 

· Leaders were journalists, social workers, educators, politicians, and members of the clergy 

Muckraking: 

· New style of journalism that exposed economic, social, and political evils. 

· Magazines such as McClure’s published chapters/short stories that exposed corruption

· How the other half lives (Riis) exposed poverty, disease, and crime that afflicted immigrant neighborhoods

· Shame of the cities (Steffens) exposed the corrupt practices of urban political machines

Reform Movements:

· Urban reform sought to improve living conditions and housing for poor working class, the cleanness of cities, and opportunities to increase immigrant/working class knowledge 

· Focused more on policies than politics

· Lowering streetcar fares, public baths, park/playground system, hull house

·  Political reform originated in cities and challenged the power of machine politics and sought ways to reconstruct city gov’ts

· Business and professional elite became biggest boosters of this movement

· Commission plan = division of departments which would be placed under control of an expert commissioner and then would hire specialist to run city departments

· Direct Primary (all party members vote for a candidate to run in the general election) “Wisconsin idea”

· Initiative = Procedure by which citizens can introduce a subject for legislation, usually through petition 

· Referendum = Submission of law, proposed or already in effect, to a direct popular vote for approval or rejection

· Recall = Process of removing an official from office by popular vote

Suffrage: 

· Movement been around since 1848 with Seneca Fall Convention

· Debate over 14th and 15th movement caused the suffrage movement to split 

1. NWSA = Stanton and Anthony (Wanted a constitutional amendment allowing women suffrage)

2. AWSA = Lucy Stone and Julia Howe (convince state gov’t to give women right to vote before seeking an amendment)

· Split reduced movements effectiveness

· National American Woman Suffrage Movement

· 1910 begins to make significant gains because women began to want to become politically active in progressive reform movements

· 1919 Congress passes amendment and in August 1920 the amendment went into effect. 

National reform:

· Restrain and dissolve monopolies because some trusts were hurting the interest of the public

· Sherman Antitrust act sought to promote economic competition by prohibiting business combinations in restraint of trade

· Hepburn Act strengthened the Interstate Commerce Commission by authorizing it to set maximum railroad rates and inspect financial records

· Food and drug act established the FDA which tested and approved drugs before they went to market

· Meat inspection act empowered the department of agriculture to inspect and label meat products

· Federal trade Commision was a gov’t agency that was established to provide oversight of business activity

· Clayton Antitrust act replaced Sherman act and exempted unions from being constructed as illegal combinations in restraint of trade and forbade federal courts from issuing injunctions against strikers 

Social Welfare: 

· Most emotional Progressive issue

· Working conditions of children were unhealthy and dangerous

· Stories of the working conditions of children caused states to pass a minimum age of unemployment, maximum hours, and education laws and the US children Bureau (1912)

· Caused by the Triangle Shirtwaist Company Fire

· 1911

· 150 women were killed because doors locked from the outside trapped them inside. 

· Led to many reforms

1. Building codes (dealt with fire hazards, unsafe machinery, sanitation, and size of room)

2. Workers compensations (receiving payements if injured on job)

3. Zoning laws (dividing parts of cities for different purposes

4. Health codes

· Belief that alcohol (the social evil) was responsible for many American problems

· Women’s Christian temperance movement (the largest women’s organization in American history) formed out of the ideas and later the Anti-saloon league formed with narrower focus

· Pressed for the reduction of alcohol consumption, but later prohibition

Prohibition:

· 18th amendment banned the manufacture, sale, and transportation of alcoholic beverages  
· Volstead act established a federal prohibition bureau to enforce 18th amendment
